
Good Morning.
Do you remember your fi rst Applicant Class? I had the opportunity to be a cadet in 

Board 23 in 1974. To think that forty years later I would be the fourth IAABO President 
from Board 23 is a tremendous honor. Randy Walker, Bill Ryan, and especially 
Lou Engle were successful and infl uential leaders of IAABO at both the local and 
international level. I am forever grateful for their legacy as well as their inspiration 
and support.

Board 23 just celebrated their 80th anniversary and there have been many offi cials 
that have had great careers. The most famous offi cial from Baltimore and Board 23 
was Charley Eckman. Charley was the only offi cial to my knowledge who both refereed 
and coached in the NBA. There are hundreds of Charley Eckman stories and he was 

always an offi cial’s best friend. He created a culture of defending all offi cials for the intestinal fortitude or “guts” 
it took to offi ciate sports.

During my Applicant year in Board 23 I met the best partner anyone could have, my wife Roxanne. Our fi rst 
date was on Valentine’s Day in 1975. On the day of our date I was assigned a JV game at Boy’s Latin School and 
the game went overtime and of course I was late for our fi rst date. Roxanne has always been patient, supportive 
and understanding for the last 40 years. You are so special and I love you. Our daughter Megan, Son-In-Law 
Stuart, and Granddaughter Reese were unable to be here today but will be in Orlando next spring. 

I want to thank all the Past Presidents, Executive Members, Committee Chairs, and Assistant Chairs that 
I have worked with for so many years. Your dedication and support of IAABO has continued to lead our 
organization in the right direction for the future.

As an Honorary Member of the Black Caucus, thank you for supporting my candidacy and continued success 
with the Foundation Chair Campaign.

Thank you to Tom Lopes, Peter Webb, and Donnie Eppley for further improving our organization with so 
many resources including: instructional videos, the play of the week, mobile apps, IAABO Schools, and monthly 
interpreter conference calls. Thank you also for continually striving to enhance our value to our members and 
the offi ciating community with your knowledge and leadership. 

These thanks are just the tip of the iceberg. There are so many people to thank, I cannot possibly mention 
them all.  So I offer a heartfelt collective thank you.

I extend my congratulations to Joe Gintoli for his election to the Vice Presidency and also the newly elected 
Executive Committee members along with President-Elect Dave Smith. Congratulations to Dennis Herbert for 
doing an outstanding job this year. 

Over the past two years I have received so much support and encouragement from the membership at the 
local and state level and from attendees and delegates at both the Fall and Spring Meetings. Their common 
message was…. if you need anything please do not hesitate to ask. Well there is something that we need from 
all of you! 

IAABO continues to support charitable causes. Cancer is a disease that affects us all. Offi cials versus Cancer 
contributions by State and Local Boards has been a very successful annual campaign. We need to sustain this 
effort in memory of our lost family and friends and continue to fund research for those who battle this dreaded 
disease. I am asking every member to make a pledge to this cause on behalf of your family and friends in the 
name of IAABO.

Special Olympics is another charitable organization that continually needs our support. To those who 
volunteer for all of the tournaments we are grateful. We now need to get our new members involved to promote 
a culture of volunteerism. I am asking for all Boards to assist in providing volunteers at all Special Olympic 
Tournaments. Don Marcotte, from New Hampshire, who has been a Special Olympics volunteer for many years 
and has worked several World Games has agreed to lead us and provide support in our goal to ensure IAABO 
does everything possible to support the local boards and Special Olympics. 

Many of my friends, fraternity brothers, and other casual friends meet at various times of the year and I 
frequently  get asked the following question…Tom are you still refereeing? When I say yes they sometimes give 
me a look of surprise. They may ask a follow up question and I always fi nd a way to give them a little information 



about IAABO. I joined IAABO for several reasons. One because sports was a valuable 
part of my life lessons and I knew that I wanted to stay involved and refereeing gave 
me a chance to give back to sports. I also joined IAABO because I wanted to learn from 
the best. There is an old saying “you are only as good as those who trained you”. If you 
remember years ago IAABO referees had a distinct appearance from other referees….
anyone could buy a striped shirt but only IAABO members could wear the gray shirt. 
We had a discussion in the Executive Committee meeting this weekend we humorously 
named “Shirt Wars”. IAABO has an historical advantage in every area of basketball 
offi ciating including uniforms, the uniform in the 1946 NABO Manual was gray shirt 
with blue collar and cuffs or black bow tie classy and distinct! 

The IAABO mission is to train offi cials and we set the gold standard in our core 
mission but I believe we are more than just a training organization. If we are only about training offi cials would 
IAABO be over 90 years old? IAABO is successful because local boards have a common goal of serving our 
communities with well trained and qualifi ed offi cials who have a passion for the game and a sense of fairness 
in competition. We care … that is what sets us apart.

In the digital age of instant news and information the ability to communicate and be productive has never 
been greater. Many analysts in service industries believe that since it is so easy to put information on the web  
“true and reliable “ information is going to be more powerful and valuable than ever. IAABO publishes the most 
current, reliable, and accurate information to perpetually train basketball offi cials. Our message,” One Rule 
One Interpretation” gives our organization a distinct concise message.

Most businesses have a success rate of fi ve percent for new products and the primary reason for product 
failure is brand focus, awareness, and marketing. IAABO has built a strong brand with a clear message that is 
reliable and time tested. We should be proud of our commitment to sportsmanship because “without us it’s 
only rec ball’.

Our collective concern should always be focused on the future.  Membership issues are a problem for most 
fraternal and industry alliance organizations. I am an active member of fi ve industry associations and four 
social and benevolent organizations and all of them are experiencing recruiting, participation and retention 
problems. IAABO membership has been strong in numbers but membership retention has been a concern for 
some time. I have met with Rick Parnham, Chair of the membership committee about this issue and we will 
be working on gathering data from local boards to evaluate if there is a common issue that we can identify and 
work toward a solution in membership retention. 

Dennis Herbert initiated the Centennial Challenge to reach 20,000 members by 2023.  This campaign 
initiates a solid goal and focus for the future. To reach this goal we may need to market our message in different 
ways to recruit, and look at more creative ways to relate to the next generation of potential members.    

Another focal point this year will be in the area of offi cial’s development. Almost every game at every level is 
being video recorded. I am a fi rm believer that every offi cial needs to know the proper way to evaluate game 
video tape as a means of becoming more profi cient in mechanics and play rulings. We have many members 
who have expertise in this area and we need to share their knowledge and experience with as many local board 
interpreters and evaluators as possible. Video is a valuable tool that can be of great assistance in reinforcing 
and communicating our core principles in rules and mechanics. 

Many fraternal organizations have a committee that is dedicated to members who are ill or are having personal 
problems. I am appointing an ad-hoc committee named “Forever IAABO” and Tony Haley has agreed to be 
the Chair. When I initially spoke to Tony about this committee he immediately knew the need and purpose of 
the committee and how we can offer a network of support to our members who have given so much to IAABO.  

In preparation for this meeting I asked many members the following question… Would you be the same 
person you are today if it were not for IAABO? Each person I asked said no and most said that IAABO was a 
very important part of their life. In closing I would like reiterate a pledge my mentor, Lou Engle, once made 
to this organization, “I humbly solicit your loyal and dedicated help in the year ahead. I will give my time, my 
judgement, my best effort, and my ideals will be devoted to what is best for IAABO.”

Thank you 


