
The audience may have been with Queen 
Elizabeth II, but it was also very much a 
regimental affair for offi cers of the Argyll 
and Sutherland Highlanders of Canada 
(Princess Louise’s). For Her Majesty isn’t 
only Queen of Canada, she’s also been 
the Hamilton-based regiment’s colonel-
in-chief since 1952, and stays informed as 
to its activities. As Col. Ron Foxcroft, the 
reserve regiment’s honorary colonel, told the 
Hamilton Spectator, “She’s very proud to be 
the colonel-in-chief of the Argylls. She refers 
to the Argylls as ‘my regiment.’ ”

However welcome, the afternoon meeting 
in Buckingham Palace was also bittersweet. 

Seven months ago, one of the Argylls’ 
own, Cpl. Nathan Cirillo, was killed while 
standing guard at the National War Memorial 
in Ottawa. The gregarious 24-year-old, a 
single father of fi ve-year-old Marcus, was 
serving as part of the ceremonial National 

Sentry Program with his friend, Cpl. Branden 
Stevenson. They were standing at attention, 
wearing the regiment’s distinctive full-
dress uniform—including its kilt and black 
horsehair sporran fronted by white goat-
hair tassels in the unique “swinging six” 
arrangement—when Michael Zehaf-Bibeau 
shot Cirillo twice in the back. While civilians 
ran to help the fatally wounded soldier, the 
gunman left to attack Parliament Hill before 
being killed himself.

During the outpouring of grief in the 
autumn, the Queen sent her “deepest 
sympathies” to Cirillo’s family, as well as 
to the regiment he loved. It was the fi rst 
letter the regiment received. Since then, her 
offi ce has frequently been in touch with the 
regiment, Foxcroft said. Now, the Queen 
wanted to offer her respects in person.

On May 19, in the ornately gilded audience 
room in her private apartment, the Queen 
met the regiment’s commanding offi cer, Lt.-
Col. Lawrence Hatfi eld, as well as Foxcroft 
and its honorary lieutenant colonel, Lt.-Col. 
Rick Kennedy. In addition to talking about 
Nathan Cirillo, they also updated the Queen 
on regimental news, including its latest battle 
honour for service in Afghanistan.

The men presented the Queen with a wall 
hanging in memory of the 1,660 members 
of the regiment “killed in service of their 
sovereign and country.” It features a poppy 
made of dozens of Fox 40 whistles, made in 
Hamilton and developed by Foxcroft. The 

piercing sound made by the whistle, popular 
with police and sports teams, may turn out 
to be just the thing to get rid of the visitors 
from her northern realm that are creating a 
nuisance in the carefully maintained gardens 
of Buckingham Palace: Canada geese.
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The Queen meets with Cpl. Nathan Cirillo’s Regiment

MAC coordinator of offi  cials J.D. Collins has 
been named Na  onal Coordinator of Men’s 
basketball offi  cials. He replaces John Adams, 
who has re  red.

“I am humbled and honored to be selected to 
fi ll this posi  on,” Collins said in a release from 
the NCAA. “Throughout my career I have had 
the privilege of working with and being trained 
by some of the best offi  cials, coordinators 
and leaders in the sport. That experience has 
prepared me for this exci  ng opportunity.

“All of the stakeholders in our game are 
aware of the need for consistency with the 
applica  on of the game’s rules and for greater 
accountability from offi  cials.

We’ll accomplish this by using the most 
advanced technology available to us while 
focusing on the basic mechanics that give 
offi  cials the best opportunity to be in the right 
posi  on to make the right calls as frequently as 
possible.”

Collins’ career as an offi  cial was a long one, 
spanning two decades, and included several 
extended runs into the NCAA Tournament.

His assignments 
included a pair of 
Final Fours, one 
regional fi nal, 
and fi ve regional 
semifi nal games. 
Before suff ering 
a career-ending 
injury, Collins 
worked games in 
seven conferences: 
Atlan  c Coast, Big 
East, Big Ten, Horizon, Missouri Valley, Mid-
American and Summit.

“J.D. emerged from a na  onal search of 
strong candidates as the best choice, given the 
combina  on of his offi  cia  ng and coordinator 
experience, a vision for a na  onal program, 
and diverse skill sets,” said NCAA Vice President 
for Men’s Basketball Dan Gavi  .

“He will lead change in offi  cia  ng during 
this dynamic  me of both challenge and 
opportunity in college basketball and 
intercollegiate athle  cs.”

J.D. Collins - New NCAA Coordinator NFHS Adopts
IAABO Signal

The NFHS 
Basketball Rules 
C o m m i t t e e 
recently adopted 
an IAABO signal 
that has been 
used by IAABO 
offi  cials for the 
past several 
years.  The rules 
c o m m i t t e e 
approved the 
use of the “Move 
Along the End 

Line” signal for the 2015/16 basketball season.
The signal is used a  er a scored goal and 

there is a stoppage in play to indicate the 
throw-in team may move along the end line 
during their throw-in.

The signal is executed by extending the arm 
laterally, bending the elbow downward at a 
90-degree angle and moving the hand and 
forearm from the elbow in a waving mo  on 
horizontally along the end line.

IAABO Life Member Ron Foxcroft, Bd 112 Hamilton, 
Ontario visits with the Queen of England


