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Good Morning Everyone.

Well, I have two versions of my Presidential Speech prepared for 
this moment; you have two choices- a long or a short. Those that want 
the long, raise your hands. Thought so –only a few of you. But Mr. 
Lopes, you surprise me: every-time I call you, you give me the long 
version on how I am to conduct myself as President.  All Right- I will 
go with the short version; it’s about fi fteen seconds less.

Yesterday, driving on Coastal Highway, I came upon this light-
house in Fenwick.  Beautiful isn’t it?  This lighthouse guided mariners 
to safety and it served a beacon for those who want to follow the right 
path. Every lighthouse shows where the dangers lie, and helps people 
fi nd the right way. The keepers of that lighthouse held a solemn duty.

IAABO is a lighthouse and we are its keepers.  For more than 90 years, IAABO has been the guide, IAABO 
has been the right path for basketball offi ciating.  The keepers of the lighthouse have been many through the 
years. The structure changes, bends with the wind. Technological advances are accommodated, but the light 
shines brighter than ever.  It is now my job to hold the light high this year.  It is the job and the challenge for 
all of us to keep the light bright and the pathway clear.

Life – it is said – is short, but good basketball players seldom are.

Good referees, on the other hand, come in all sizes.

And they demonstrate a multitude of the best of human qualities.  Open mindedness is one.  Humility is 
another. I am proud yet humbled to be elected as the 76th President of IAABO, only the 2nd Canadian to 
serve in the capacity.  I promise to keep the IAABO light bright and strong.

In 1993, IAABO’s fi rst Canadian President, Fred Horgan, asked me to chair the Membership Development 
Committee.  I know you are not here today but thank you, Fred, for putting me on the right path.

Fellow offi cers, Executive Director Lopes, Executive Committee, Past Presidents and all delegates in atten-
dance at IAABO’s 91ST AGM. I am deeply honored to stand before you as your 76th President. I’m ready to 
serve the organization to the best of my abilities.  I’m ready to work, ready to listen, ready to lead, and ready 
to take my turn as the keeper of this lighthouse.

I’m certain of one thing – providing leadership and educational resources to all our members in the 153 
charters must continue to be our ‘modus operandi.’ Our membership base – now approaching 17,000 – ex-
pects, and will get, continued excellence.

How did I come to be your President? It’s been a joyous path with many- yes, many people supporting my 
administrative roles in serving IAABO continuously since 1980. The 34 years have been fi lled with countless 
thrill-of-the-moment scenarios. Thank you to all who’ve guided my path with IAABO.

Even as we look to the year ahead, it is important to acknowledge and to honor those who led us to where 
we are today.

Allow me to acknowledge some of the major infl uences in my life.

First, my father David and mother Madeleine who showed me the way and provided me with constant 
support. I’m sure you are with me today:   heaven must have a sitting room for moments like this.

Second- I am thankful for the friendship and the guidance provided by Gene Schaaf and Peter Webb.  Gene 
hammered home mechanics and signals. Peter gave me a thorough platform of understanding the necessity 
of learning rules and their nuances – and ladies and gentlemen, (looks into the audience) “one rule, one in-
terpretation,” that is the foundation of the IAABO lighthouse.  As Sonny and Cher, and our Felix Addeo would 
sing … “and the beat goes on!”



Third- the many members in my home area, York, Toronto, Ontario provincial Bd. 102. And thanks also to 
the IAABO Executive leadership who supported my offi ciating and interpreter career: 34 years of preaching 
the IAABO way.

Of special note I would like to mention Bob Little (BD. 107, Toronto) and Edgar Cartotto (BD. 33, New Jer-
sey) both of whom passed away last year. Bob was a colleague and mentor. Edgar, as many of you will recall, 
was the master of story-telling. Edgar sustained your interest even as he scolded you and taught you today’s 
lesson.  I miss both gentlemen and hold the memories of them as close as the lessons they taught.

I have a few musical bones in my body; I play the piano a wee bit, the guitar a wee bit more and I love to 
sing while showering! Fourth – you will be surprised with the next name – Pablo Casals.  Casals is an iconic 
fi gure in the music world, a Catalonian who became a legendary cello player.  He spent many a summer at 
the Marlboro Festival for performing musical artists teaching his philosophy of life and music. Casals said, 
“I play the cello every day. I thank nature every day. The sun is the sun- it never changes. I am who I am.” 
Simple statements, but a powerful message. 

I have not forgotten Sue, my wife. Her support stands out from any list.  For 33 years we have grabbed life’s 
opportunities and faced life’s challenges together. I am so thankful and so grateful for all you have given me. 
Your patience with me, your strength, and your courage inspire me.  You are my rock. Regrettably, our son 
Devin could not be with us this weekend.  He’s a rock too, although those teen years, I confess, he was more 
like that big annoying pebble you get in your shoe.

Sue, your support is the best gift I have ever been given. Tim Laurain has

A bouquet of fl owers for you- I love you dear!

 For a moment, I want to zero in on the leadership role IAABO takes in giving generously to community 
causes.  For several years now IAABO has made signifi cant contributions to cancer research through ‘Offi -
cials vs. Cancer.’ Our pledges have been most gratifying, toping the one million dollar mark.  We should all 
be proud. Every penny gathered, every step taken, and every battle won against the fi fty types of cancer is a 
victory we must savor and cherish until the eradication of this disease.

 Offi cials vs. Cancer is one way we as an association can make a donation to fi ght diseases and human 
hardship.  I ask every IAABO member to make a contribution to the cause of your choice whether it’s Offi -
cials vs. Cancer, The Heart and Stroke foundation, Alzheimer’s research, Lou Gehrig’s disease, or the global 
campaigns to eradicate hunger and poverty. Please be generous if asked to contribute to a cause undertaken 
by your association. 

When it comes to providing learning resources for quality offi ciating of basketball games, IAABO is un-
matched.  Boston Red Sox manager John Farrell, in his address to those attending the celebration at Fenway 
Park last year, was asked what made it so special.  He replied, “The team bonded early and stayed committed 
to the task”.  Fellow IAABO stalwarts, I believe that our organization has shown the same type of mindset 
to see us as the leading organization in the world today in what we do.  Let’s stay bonded and committed to 
our mission statements and have our family be strong in meeting demands for local charters and current 
members.

In light of what I have just said you may be asking the question, what steps do I plan to take in my year as 
president of IAABO?  A fair question. 

The fi rst two initiatives are designed to grow our membership.  I see no reason why IAABO cannot have a 
membership base of 20,000 in our Centennial Year of Celebration 2023. If we all work at it, it can become a 
reality.

1. IAABO must ensure that our message reaches young people interested in becoming IAABO-trained to 
become competent basketball offi cials.  We must use communication streams that deliver our message in the 
ways that they hear.  Our last major video project was done in 2003, entitled “The Best Seat in the House.” I 
am prepared to fi nancially assist in the production of a modern video which will promote our organization’s 
recruitment program.  We will be expansive in our outreach with a focus on new offi cials.  

2. As an international organization I will explore initiatives to seek more members from Canada, our 
Region 9 territory. In the 1970’s and 80’s IAABO had many of the Canadian provinces that were IAABO 



chartered. Today British Columbia and Ontario are still member associations.    Most basketball in Canada 
is played with FIBA rules.  IAABO has already made important strides to strengthen itself in terms of the 
international game. 

3. Social media is a powerful tool that, more and more, people gravitate to for keeping in touch with the 
world.  I would support initiatives to broaden our social media scope in communicating our IAABO dynam-
ics.  Our website needs a facelift which can refl ect that we are employing state-of-the-art technology.  Our 
rule sets should be digitally available so that members can have instant access to the latest interpretations 
as they are fi nalized monthly.  The committee work of our OEDC need not wait until the Sportorials issue is 
released, it could be placed on-line quickly and then re-enforced in the current Sportorials.  The down-loads 
of our video productions on traveling, basket interference and goaltending could be viewed in a pre-game 
conferencing by the touch of a screen.  Youth is being driven by the sophistication of high-tech software, it is 
there for us to access. 

I heard a wonderful thing in a TED talk the other day by educator Ken Robinson. TED is a website that 
promotes ideas to stimulate human dynamics.  Robinson said “if you are not prepared to be wrong, creativity 
cannot be born.” In other words, new ideas, originality, and creativity, are the offspring of courage not fear.  
We must be bold and fearless.  That lighthouse in the picture began operation in 1859. It was decommis-
sioned by the US Coast Guard in 1978.  More modern technology supplanted the old way but the purpose 
was never lost. The concept of the lighthouse remains intact. “Follow the right path.”  Do it the IAABO way.

It is my hope that our platform in meeting success in our endeavors as educators of offi cials encourages 
this kind of thinking as a pathway to creativity.  IAABO must continue to be dynamic and vibrant. We must 
respond to the developing needs and preferences of offi cials just beginning their careers even as we nourish 
our roots.  We need to be mindful as an organization how the next generation, and the ones that will follow, 
listen to and see their world.  I remember those old Federation overhead, acetate slides.  They did their job 
in their day.  Today, they would not reach an audience of prospective or developing offi cials.  With your help 
and guidance, IAABO will continue to be not only the leader but in the forefront.

The burden and the joy of reaching out with the IAABO message fall not solely on my shoulders or Tom’s 
or the Executive’s.  Every one of us, shoulder to shoulder, as we have always done, carries the task of keep-
ing the light strong, clear, vibrant, and powerful.  I invite you all to join with us in defi ning, and meeting the 
challenges ahead, creatively, collectively, and courageously.

Thank you.

APPOINTMENTS:

 IAABO evolves and a mixture of fresh and familiar faces in leadership positions is central to that evolu-
tion.  Here are the new and familiar faces that I have asked, and who have graciously consented, to be part 
of your IAABO leadership this year.  Please get to know, to support, and to join with them in keeping IAABO 
strong and dynamic.

In the interests of announcing the standing committee chairs, assistant chairs, and Past President’s special 
postings and recognizing the lateness of the morning with many having fl ights to catch, I will exclude listing 
the Executive Liaisons and  Advisors I will make sure all appointments will be listed in the MAY-JUNE issue 
of SPORTORIALS.

Read appointments, including Parliamentarian and Legal Counsel and

Honorary Offi cers as elected  by the Past Presidents.

 I WOULD CALL FOR A MOTION TO CONCLUDE OUR AGM BUSINESS AND MEETING.  SECONDER 
---------. ALL IN FAVOUR. 

SAFE TRAVELS EVERYONE.  SEE YOU IN BURLINGTON IN  SEPTEMBER. 


